Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
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Comment
In the past few decades, the interest in the coordination chemistry and biochemistry of vanadium compounds has increased due to their influence on biological systems, viz. in diabetes mellitus (Sakurai, 2002) and cancer treatment (Evangelou, 2002) . Moreover, vanadium activity has been discovered in the inhibitory and promotory processes like nitrogenases (Eady, 2003) , haloperoxidases (Butler & Walker, 1993; Carter-Franklin et al., 2003; Rehder et al., 2003) , mutases and isomerases (Mendz, 1991) .
The structure of the title compound was first reported in orthorhombic space group Pbca (Mokry & Carrano, 1993) . Here we report the synthesis and structure of a new polymorph of the compound in space group P2 1 /c. We have described earlier the spectroscopic properties (IR, UV-Vis, 1 H and 51 V NMR) of this compound (Kwiatkowski et al., 2003) . The half of the molecule, constituting the asymmetric unit of the structure, is related to the other half by a center of symmetry. Each V V atom is six-coordinated by two strongly (O15, O16) and one weakly (O15 i ) associated oxide groups and by the tridentate Schiff base ligand, viz. a phenolate O atom (O7), a secondary amine N atom (N12), both occupying the axial positions, and an imine N atom (N9) (Fig. 1) . The geometry about the V atom is distorted octahedral. The V14 ═O16 bond length of 1.612 (2) Å (Table 1) compares well with the distances between V and the doubly bonded O atoms (Romanowski et al., 2008; Root et al., 1993) . The V14, O15, V14 for C10A/C11A and C10B/C11B, respectively. The five-membered chelate ring defined by V14, N9, C10A, C11A, N12
adopts an envelope conformation on C10A, with P = 244.0 (3)° and τ (M) = 54.9 (4)° for reference bond V14-N9 (Rao et al., 1981) and the ring formed by V14, N9, C10B, C11B, N12 takes the envelope conformation on C11B, with P = 81.8 (7)°a nd τ (M) = 62.3 (9)° for reference bond V14-N9 ( Fig. 1 ).
In the crystal structure, the dimers are linked through C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) 
Experimental
The title compound was obtained in a template/complexation reaction, which was described earlier (Kwiatkowski et al., 2003) . A solution of N-methylethylenediamine (1 mmol) in absolute EtOH (10 ml) was added under stirring to a freshly filtered solution of vanadium(V) oxytriethoxide (1 mmol) in absolute EtOH (50 ml), producing a yellow suspension of the intermediate. Salicylaldehyde (1 mmol) dissolved in absolute EtOH was added to the aforementioned suspension. After supplementary materials sup-2 refluxing (70 ml) of the resulting mixture for 2 h and its cooling to room temperature, the separated solids were filtered off, washed several times with EtOH, recrystallized from DMSO-EtOH mixture and dried over molecular sieves.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93 (CH), 0.97 (CH 2 ) and 0.96 (CH 3 )Å and N-H = 0.91 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 (or 1.5 for methyl)U eq (C,N). The occupancy ratio was determined by isotropic refinement for the disordered site and was refined freely. The minor disordered sites were refined isotropically.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 25% probability level. 
